ATTACK  ON  ENGLAND'S  WEAK  POINTS	225
in all others. Should they prove successful in this, it is intended
to hand other departments over to them.
The Simon Committee was set up to study the results
of this form of partial self-government, but owing to Conser-
vative opposition no Indian was appointed on it. As the
report of this Committee went very little further than the
Montague manifesto, the Indians were very dissatisfied, and
the result has been that the movement for self-government
has developed into one for independence.
In view of the alarming state of affairs, Lord Irwin,
the Viceroy, reaffirmed in October 1929 that self-govern-
ment would be granted, and it was announced that a round-
table conference would shortly be held in London to discuss
the details of an Indian constitution. If this affirmation
had meant what it said, the anti-British atmosphere that
surrounds the nationalist movement would have been
dispersed. But England went back on it, and the whole of
the Viceroy's intentions were upset by the violent opposition
of a certain section of the Conservatives. Gandhi and his
followers made a progress* to Cambay, there to make salt.
He was imprisoned in consequence.
At the round-table conference, opened in London
September 10, 1930, not a single representative of the Indian
Nationalist Congress was present. The conference passed
certain resolutions, but the British Government kept control
of such important matters as foreign relations, defence,
and part of Indian finance in its own hands. Indians were
not allowed to have any say in them. Thanks to the efforts
of Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, leader of the Moderate Party,
Gandhi and other political offenders were released. Gandhi
himself appeared at the second round-table conference in
September 1931, as representative of the National Congress.
There, again, the British Government refused to give up its
right to control foreign relations and defence, and as,
also, the Mohammedans started a religious agitation, the
conference accomplished nothing. In January 1932 Gandhi
returned from London and started his Disobedience Move-
ment, and was put in prison again. Then the British began
a far-reaching policy of repression.
As the state of affairs in India was steadily getting worse,
a further round-table conference, on a smaller scale, was
* The Japanese word nsed has a religious signification.—Translator.
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